A SN  TON-IN-MA  KERFIELD 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Heport 


OF  THE 

^Tbtral  (©fficer  of  ^ealtlj. 

1918. 


Bryn,  near  Wigan, 

April,  1919. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members. 

Gentlemen, 

As  you  have  had  detailed  reports  each  month  regarding  all 
the  factors  touching  the  health  and  environment  of  the  population 
of  your  district,  I need  not -enter  into  close  detail  of  each  feature. 

Population. — As  in  the  two  previous  years,  the  Registrar- 
General  has  supplied  two  sets  of  figures  : one  a “ death-rate  ” 
population,  which  excludes  all  non-civifian  males,  whether  serving 
at  home  or  abroad  ; the  other  a “ birth-rate  (and  marriage-rate)  ” 
population,  embracing  all  the  elements  of  the  population  contri- 
buting to  the  birth-  and  marriage-rates,  that  is,  it  includes  all 
non-chdlians  enhsted,  whether  serving  at  home  or  abroad.  The 
first  is  estimated  to  be  20,457,  and  the  other  22,921,  that  is,  a 
reduction  of  644  in  the  one  case  and  601  in  the  other  upon  the 
pre^'ious  year’s  estimates. 
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Birth-rate. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district 
is  554  compared  with  529  in  the  previous  year,  607  for  1916,  610 
for  1915,  and  690  for  1914  ; the  last  representing  the  pre-war  rate. 
It  is  a satisfaction  to  find  the  number  increased  in  a diminished 
population.  The  corrected  number  of  births  given  in  the  Registrar- 
General’s  return  is  555  (284  males  and  271  females),  giving  a birth- 
rate of  24-2  per  1,000  of  population  against  22-6  for  1917  and  30-4 
in  1914.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births,  included  in  these  figures, 
is  13  compared  with  15  for  1917. 

Mortality. — In  comparing  the  tables  given  at  the  end  of  the 
report  there  will  be  found  some  decrepancies  in  the  figures  on  the 
classification  of  causes  of  death  compiled  from  local  returns  com- 
pared with  those  under  the  returns  of  the  Registrar-General,  and 
is  accounted  for  by  notifications  in  the  light  of  fuller  information 
obtained  by  that  official.  Table  Ilia,  is  the  official  classification. 

It  has  been  an  extremely  unfortunate  year  owing  to  the  fatal 
effects  of  severe  epidemics  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  in  the 
first  half  of  the  year,  and  Influenza  in  the  second  half.  These  have 
accounted  for  134  deaths  : 24  from  Measles,  19  from  Whooping 

Cough,  and  91  from  Influenza.  These  have  increased  the  death-rate 
by  6 '5  i>ooo — the  total  death-rate  being  17-6  against  12-4 

for  1917. 

Infant  Mortality. — Out  of  59  deaths  during  the  first  year  of 
life — compared  with  53  for  1917 — 15  were  due  to  the  causes  first 
enumerated,  that  is,  5 from  Measles,  8 from  Whooping  Cough,  and 
2 from  Influenza.  It  is  some  satisfaction  that  there  was  a reduction 
in  other  causes  compared  with  1917,  although  we  all  should  like  to 
see  the  number  due  to  premature  birth  and  debility  reduced  to  the 
vanishing  point.  The  infant  death-rate  equals  106  per  1,000  births 
against  99  for  the  year  1917. 

Children  under  5 years. — The  total  number  of  deaths  up  to  the 
age  of  5,  including  infants,  equals  115  against  84  for  1917 — giving 
a rate  of  5-6  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Infant  Welfare. — While  much  good  work  was  done  during 
the  year  by  the  Health  Visitor  in  her  visitations  fo  the  homes — and 
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the  mothers,  in  most  cases,  responded  to  the  efforts  of  the  Visitor, 
showing  their  appreciation  of  the  interest  taken  by  the  Health 
Committee  in  the  welfare  of  their  little  ones.  The  work  of  the  class 
was  interfered  with  very  materially  by  the  epidemics  mentioned 
in  the  previous  paragraphs.  I considered  it  wise  to  close  the  class 
from  the  end  of  Januar}^  to  April  25th,  owing  to  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  ; and  from  October  24th  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
in  fear  of  Influenza.  This  caused  much  disappointment  to  many 
of  the  mothers  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  precaution  was  a necessary 
one.  Details  of  the  work  done  under  this  head  will  be  found  in 
the  Health  Visitor’s  annual  report  (annexed). 

Infectious  Diseases. — As  previously  stated,  the  chief  of  these 
were  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Influenza.  As  I presented 
El;  special  report  on  Influenza  at  the  end  of  the  year,  I do  not  propose 
to  repeat  the  figures  and  reflections  beyond  what  are  included  in 
the  tables  appended  to  this  report. 

Measles. — At  the  end  of  the  year  1917  this  disease  began  to 
break  out,  and  in  January  became  alarmingly  epidemic  throughout 
the  whole  district,  particularly  in  the  Central  Ward.  244  cases 
were  notified  in  that  month,  of  which  117  were  from  the  Central 
Ward.  In  February,  302  cases  were  notified,  the  West  Ward  then 
being  most  seriously"  affected.  The  epidemic  did  not  wane  until 
the  end  of  April;  18  cases  being  notified  in  May  and  3 in  June. 
During  the  first  six  months  there  were  notified  in  all,  789  cases — 
the  total  for  the  complete  3^ear  being  793 — with  25  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. — Concurrently  with  Measles  ran  Whooping 
Cough,  a combination  which  plays  havoc  with  juvenile  constitutions, 
not  onh'  in  their  immediate  effects  but  in  the  impairment  of  health, 
which  not  infrequently  is  permanent.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
Whooping  Cough  alone  is  19.  As  the  disease  was  not  made  noti- 
fiable, I am  unable  to  give  figures  as  to  the  number  of  children 
affected. 

School  closure  was  resorted  to  in  order  to  stem  these  two 
diseases  in  the  infant  departments  of  the  following  schools,  namely  : 
Gerard’s  Infants,  Garswood  (January  9th  to  January  25th),  Park 
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Lane  R.C.  (January  15th  to  February  ist),  Emmanuel  British, 
St.  Thomas’s  and  St.  Oswald’s  (January  14th  to  February  ist, 
extended  to  February  22nd),  St.  Peter’s,  St.  Andrew’s,  The  Rectory, 
Park  Lane  Undenominational  and  St.  Luke’s  (February  ist  to 
February  22nd).  Further,  all  schools  had  their  Easter  hohday 
extended  from  a week  to  a fortnight. 

Scarlatina.- — Compared  with  the  two  previous  years  this 
disease  dealt  lightly  with  us,  41  cases  being  notified  (20  of  these  in 
Central  Ward)  against  136  in  1917  and  176  in  1916  ; 39  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  Hospital  with  i death.  As  I have  frequently  stated 
to  the  Committee,  we  are  never  absolutely  free  from  this  disease, 
owing  chiefly  to  carelessness  of  parents  in  neglecting  precautions 
and  avoiding  complete  disinfection  of  clothing  ; and  to  overcrowding 
of  children  in  bedrooms. 

Enteric. — With  this  disease  we  were  very  fortunate,  7 cases 
being  notified  and  dealt  with  in  Hospital  with  2 deaths. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Five  cases  of  this  serious  inflam- 
mation of  the  e^^es  of  newly-born  babies  were  notified  during  the 
year  ; all  recovered,  however,  satisfactorily. 

Diphtheria. — Twenty-three  cases  were  notified  and  22  ad-  . 
mitted  to  the  Hospital,  with  3 deaths. 

Cerehro-Spinal  Meningitis  or  Spotted  Fever. — There  was  i case 
notified,  the  diagnosis  being  confirmed  by  bacteriological  examination 
of  cerebro-spinal  fluid.  The  case  recovered  without  any  consequent 
paralysis. 

Tuberculosis. — Forty-eight  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year,  27  of  the  pulmonary  type  and  21  non-pulmonary  (in  1917 
there  were  51  cases)  ; of  these  48  cases,  29  were  between  the  ages 
of  15  and  45  years,  that  is  at  the  best  working  age  and  of  the  greatest 
economic  value.  The  mortality  was  10  from  the  pulmonary  and 
7 from  the  non-pulmonary  type,  that  is  a death-rate  of  0 -48  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  0-8  from  all  forms,  which  is  a serious 
reflection  on  the  district. 
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Improved  housing  and  sanitation  and  an  enlightened  public 
are  required  for  a diminution  of  this  scourge,  the  pre-disposing 
causes  of  which  are  bad  housing,  unhealthy  occupations,  and  poverty. 
The  direct  and  exciting  cause  is  the  infeetion  by  the  tubercle  bacilli, 
either  from  human  beings  or  cattle.  It  is  highly  desirable  that 
the  Tuberculosis  Order  (1914),  withdrawn  since  that  date  by  Order 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  should  be  reinstated. 

Bakehouses  and  Slaughtev -houses. — These  have  been  inspected 
and  found  to  be  kept  in  satisfactory  condition. 

Cowsheds  and  Milk  Dealers’  Premises  have  been  kept  under 
observation,  and  various  recommendations  made  for  the  improve- 
ment of  their  surroundings. 

Conclusion. — The  attention  of  the  Council  is  drawn  to  the 
various  tables  and  schedules  for  the  consideration  of  the  various 
requirements  of  the  district. 

I remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

Hy.  WinstanlEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  aird  inland  water)  (>>251 

At  Census,  1911 — Total  Population  at  all  ages  21,543 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  4,088 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 5 
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• Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Bryn  Road.  Small-pox  Hospital,  Golborne  Road. 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT,  1918. 

(To  be  forwarded  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  together  with  Form 
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Not  Notifiable — Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea  and  Chicken-pox. 

(Signed)  Hy.  Winstanpey, 

March  lylh,  1919.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
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TABLE  III.  (a). 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Caltses  (Civilians  only)  

1 Enteric  Eever • 

2 Small-pox  

3 Measles  

4 Scarlet  Fever  

5 Whooping  Cough  

6 Diphtheria  and  Croup  

7 Influenza  

8 Erysipelas  

9 Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

10  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

11  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

12  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  

13  Rheumatic  Fever  

14  Meningitis  

15  Organic  Heart  Disease  

16  Bronchitis  

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

18  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

19  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  

20  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  

21  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

21a  Alcoholism  

22  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  

23  Puerperal  Fever  

24  Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever 

25  Congenital  Debility,  etc.  

26  Violence,  apart  from  Suicide  

27  Suicide  

28  Other  defined  Diseases 

29  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  

vSpecial  Causes  (included  above)  : — 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

Poliomyelitis 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i year  of  age  (total) 

Illegitimate  

Total  Births 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Population  for  Birth-rate  

Population  for  Death-rate  


Males.  Females. 
183  179 
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9 9 

7 2 
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35  24 

2 2 

284  271 

278  264 

6 7 

22,921 

20,457 


General  Register  Office, 

Somerset  House,  London,  W.C. 


April,  1919. 


TABI.E  IV. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1918 
Nett  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age 

District  of  ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD. 
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Action  taken — Drain  Testing,  Flushing, 

etc.  ? As  required. 


Canal  Boats  : Number  Inspected  ? Nil.  Number  of  Infringements  of  Acts  ? Nil. 
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Hy.  M instanle^-, 

March  13th,  1919.  Medical  Ofjicer  of  Health. 
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Inspector  of  Nuisances’ 
Annual  Report,  1918. 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices,  Ashton-in-Makerfield, 

March,  1919. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir, 

Below  is  a summary  of  nuisances  dealt  with  during  the  year 
1918,  which  is  as  follows  ; — 


Damp  and  defective  walls 

...  36 

Defective  roofs  and  spouts  

...  69 

,,  floors  

it 

,,  slopstones  

2 

,,  waste  pipes  ... 

...  II 

,,  windows  and  doors  

...  31 

,,  fireplaces  

...  14 

,,  plaster  work 

...  12 

,,  paving  in  yards  

2 

Dilapidated  closets  and  ashpits 

^...  8 

,,  pails  and  ashpit  doors  ... 

35 

Choked  drains  and  gullies  

...  120 

Houses  requiring  cleansing 

...  7 

Miscellaneous  

...  13 

Workshops  requiring  cleansing  

... 

Cowsheds  requiring  cleansing  

...  7 

Number  of  houses  fumigated  

...  91 

,,  articles  disinfected  

...  602 

22 


The  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  have  been  inspected. 
The  following  are  the  details  of  the  inspection  : — 


Number  of  cowsheds  on  register  44 

,,  dairies  and  milkshops  on  register  4 

Defects  Found. 

Require  limewashing  and  cleansing  7 

Defective  paving 2 

Stopped  and  insufficient  drainage  4 

Defective  middensteads  10 


Only  one  Slaughter-house  has  been  in  use  during  the  past 
year,  which  has  been  frequently  inspected  and  found  clean. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 

Number  of  notices  served  (preliminary)  ...  84 

,,  ,,  (statutory)  ...  28 

Legal  proceedings  taken  2 

Result. — Orders  made  for  the  work  to  be  carried  out  within 
one  month,  and  costs  in  both  cases. 

Number  of  nuisances  remedied 370 


Closet  Accommodation  of  the  District. 


Number  of  privy  middens  

3 

,,  pail  closets  

3752 

,,  fresh  water  closets  ... 

496 

,,  waste  water  closets  ... 

25 

,,  ashpits  

2952 

,,  movable  ashbins 

132 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

The  inspection  under  above  Act  has  be^eii  in  abeyance  during 
the  past  year  owing  to  insufiicient  labour  due  to  the  war. 


23 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 


Inspections.  Written  Notices.  Prosecutions. 


Factories  

22 

2 

Nil 

Workshops  

75 

Nil 

Nil 

Workplaces  

36 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  

133 

2 

Nil 

Defects  Found. 


Want  of  cleanhness  

7 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation 

2 

Other  nuisances  

12 

Registered  Workshops. 

Dressmakers  and  milUners 

26 

Tailors  

3 

Bakers  and  confectioners  

28 

Painters  and  plumbers  

4 

Joiners  and  builders  

7 

Shoeing  smiths  

3 

Wheelwrights  

2 

Cooper  

I 

Saddler  

I 

Motor  and  cycle  repairers  

5 

Lock  and  hinge  manufacturers 

18 

File  cutters  ' ... 

2 

Tool  sharpener  

I 

Mineral  water  manufacturers 

Sugar  boiler  ^ 

Laundries  

Printer  

Cotton  spinners  and  manufacturers 

Gasw'orks  

Provender  dealer 

Boot,  shoe  and  clog  manufacturers 
Stocking  knitters 


3 

1 

2 

1 

2 
I 

1 

19 

2 


Total  ... 


• 133 


FOOD  QPZ^D^MNED. 


Mutton  ...  591  lbs. 

Meat  ...  260  ,, 

Bacon  4I  „ 

Margarine  „ 

Cheese  184  ,, 

Total  1048I  „ 

SHOPS  ACTS. 

Number  of  shops  on  register  330 

,,  visits  to  shops 610 

,,  shops  without  closing  notice...  32 


David  Gamble, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Health  Visitor’s  Ann ual  Report, 

1918. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices,  Ashton-in-Makerfield, 
loth  February,  1919. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir, 


I beg  to  report  that  the  number  of  visits  paid  in  the  year  1918 
under  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915,  in  the  Ashton- 
in-Makerfield  Urban  District,  was  1,873. 

Many  of  the  mothers  still  need  enlightenment  on  matters 
concerning  the  health  of  themselves  and  their  children. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  is  57. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  prematurity  is  no  doubt  capable  of 
much  reduction. 

Table  shoudng  the  method  of  feeding  the  57  infants  who  died 
during  the  3’ear  1918,  under  one  year  of  age — 

7 of  whom  hved  less  than  one  day. 


week. 

month. 


4 

6 

4 


J ) 


one  month. 


17  wholly  breast-fed. 
10  mixed  feeding. 

9 dairy  milk.  * 

4 condensed  milk. 

7 dried  preparations. 
10  no  feeding. 


It  is  difficult  to  persuade  mothers  to  abandon  the  use  of  un- 
suitable food.  Implicit  faith  is  put  by  many  of  them  in  printed 
statements  on  the  labels. 


26 


Miscellaneous  Visits  paid.  215, — The  reason  for  these  visits 
• v , Cases  of  Ophthal-rrila.  ■ ' 

Special  instructions  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Requests  from  the  Doctors. 

Sanitary  defects,  etc. 

Fortj"  school  cases  were  visited  during  the  year,  and  a weekly 
report  sent  in  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Notification  of  Measles,  793  cases. — This  proved  an  extensive 
epidemic,  and  at  the  height,  notifications  were  reaching  the  depart- 
ment at  the  rate  of  130  per  week. 

The  Babies’  Welfaee  Centre. 

This  is  working  up  to  a very  good  maternity  ^d  child  welfare 
scheme. 

Total  attendances  of  babies  and  mothers 

in  1918  was  374 

The  number  of  new  babies  who  joined  in 

1918  was  ...  91 

The  mothers  were  advised  as  to  the  general  upbringing  of 
their  babies  ; whose  weights  were  recorded  at  each  visit.  Simple 
talks  were  frequently  given  to  the  mothers  during  the  afternoons  ; 
a cup  of  tea,  etc.,  was  provided. 


Patterns  of  children’s  hygienic  clothing  were  cut  out,  and 
supplied  to  the  mothers. 


Workshops,  where  women  only  are  employed,  were  visited  ; 
the  regulations  as  to  limewashing  and  cleanliness  were  enforced. 
Sanitary  defects  were  also  reported  on  to  the  Inspector  of 


Nuisances. 


Summary  of  Visits  Made,  Etc 


1918. 


Notification  of  births  1873 

Infant  mortality  investigations 57 

Visits  to  school  cases  40 

Miscellaneous  visits  215 

Notification  of  Measles 793 

Inspection  of  workshops  36 

The  Babies’  Welfare  Centre  28 

Interviews  84 


Mary  Haworth, 

Health  Visitor. 


Dr,  WiNSTANEEY,  Bryn. 


